
April 4, 2021 • Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord 

 

Sacred Heart  
Catholic Church 

722 North Springfield Street 
Virden, Illinois 62690 

www.sacredheartvirden.com 
 

Reverend James Palakudy, S.A.C. • Pastor 

CONTACT INFORMATION… 
Reverend James Palakudy, pastor 
      Office Phone:  (217) 438-6222 
      Rectory Phone:  (217) 438-6196 
      Mailing Address:  PO Box 168, Auburn 
Deacon Rick Schnetzler 
      Cell Phone:  (217) 971-5125 
      E-mail:  deaconrick2016@gmail.com 

� 
SACRED HEART PARISH OFFICE... 

Marcella Rosier, secretary 
      Phone:  (217) 965-4545 
      Mailing Address:    722 North Springfield Street 
         Virden, Illinois 62690 
      E-mail:  secretary@sacredheart.dio.org 

� 
YOUTH FAITH FORMATION... 

Becca Yemm, coordinator 
      Phone: (217) 416-8297 

� 
DIOCESAN VICTIM ASSISTANCE… 

Child Abuse Reporting and Investigation number  
(217) 321-1155 Waiting to Embrace Again.  Some cannot come to the 

church this day.  Covid-19 still restricts us all in some to 
many ways.  Though Christ’s death was gruesome, that 
now empty cross is our sign of victory.  That once dead 
but now risen Christ is present and with us still.  
· With whom will I stand?  
· Whom will I embrace?   
· Whom can I support with life and love and 

affection?  



SATURDAY, APRIL 3 • Holy Saturday 
8:00 p.m., Virden:  Elsie Venvertloh (Ron & Becky Swygman) 
 
SUNDAY, APRIL 4  • Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord 
8:00 a.m., Auburn:  Drew Keown (Paw Paw & Grandma Maley) 
9:30 a.m., Girard:  Pauline Herron (Linda Winters) 
11:00 a.m., Virden:  Dcn. Frank & Paul Maynerich (Mrs. Bernie Cwan) 
 
MONDAY, APRIL 5 • Monday within the Octave of Easter 
No Mass 
 
TUESDAY, APRIL 6 • Tuesday within the Octave of Easter 
No Mass 
 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 7 • Wednesday within the Octave of Easter 
No Mass 
 
THURSDAY, APRIL 8 • Thursday within the Octave of Easter 
7:30 a.m., Virden:  For an Increase in Vocations (John & Marcella Rosier) 
 
FRIDAY, APRIL 9 • Friday within the Octave of Easter 
7:30 a.m., Auburn:  Pro Populo 
 
SATURDAY, APRIL 10 • Second Sunday of Easter (or Sunday of Divine Mercy), Anticipated  
4:00 p.m., Girard:   Donald Tucker (George & Lorraine Hart) 
5:30 p.m., Auburn:   Andrew "Drew" Keown (Steve & Cindy Baker) 
 
SUNDAY, APRIL 11  • Second Sunday of Easter (or Sunday of Divine Mercy) 
8:15 a.m., Auburn:  Sue Leahy (Family)   
10:15 a.m., Virden:  Poor Souls (Mark & Catherine McGrath) 

MASS INTENTIONS 

  
Morning Offering Prayer 

O Jesus, through the Immaculate Heart of Mary, 
I offer you my prayers, works, joys and sufferings 
of this day in union with the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass throughout the world. I offer them for all 
the intentions of your Sacred Heart: the salvation 
of souls, the reparation for sin, and the reunion 
of all Christians. I offer them for the intentions 
of our bishops and of all Apostles of Prayer, and 
in particular for those recommended by our Holy 
Father for this month.   Amen. 

APRIL 
INTENTION  

OF THE HOLY 
FATHER 

Fundamental 
Rights 

We pray for those 
who risk their lives while fighting 

for fundamental rights under 
dictatorships, authoritarian regimes 
and even in democracies in crisis.  

WEEKLY BULLETIN:  Sunday, April 4, 2021 



 WEEKLY OFFERING 

MARCH 28 

Envelope Donors: 23;  Online Donors: 11 
Regular Weekly/Holyday:  $2,221.38 
CCD/Utilities/Other:  $235.00 
Diocesan Special Collections:  $160.00 
Vocations Builder:  $30.00 

PARISH MINISTRIES WEEKLY CALENDAR 
SATURDAY (April 3) 

8:00 p.m., Easter Vigil Mass—Virden 
 

SUNDAY (April 4) 
No CCD Classes—Virden 

8:00 a.m., Easter Sunday Mass—Auburn 
9:30 a.m., Easter Sunday Mass—Girard 

11:00 a.m., Easter Sunday Mass—Virden 
 

MONDAY 
No Mass 

 
TUESDAY 
No Mass 

 
WEDNESDAY 

No Mass 
8:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m., Adoration—Virden 

8:00 to 11:00 a.m., Parish Office Open 
 

THURSDAY 
7:30 a.m., Mass—Virden 

8:00 to 11:00 a.m., Parish Office Open 
 

FRIDAY 
7:30 a.m., Mass—Auburn 

 
� 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
APRIL 11: 

General Dispensation from Mass lifted  
Chaplet of Divine Mercy before Mass 

 
APRIL 13: 

Ladies Society Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 3 
8:00 P.M. 

Readers Larry Travis 
Matt Peregrin 

Ushers Matt Peregrin 

Greeter Marcella Rosier 

� 

SUNDAY, APRIL 4 
11:00 A.M. 

Reader Tim Goeckner 

Ushers Rick Maguire 
Dave O’Brien 

Greeter Volunteer Needed 

� 

SUNDAY, APRIL 11 
11:00 A.M. 

Reader Linda Hacker 

Ushers Marty Jones 
Volunteer 

Greeter Becky Travis 

� 

CHURCH CLEANERS: 
Thursday, April 8:  A. Schnetzler 
Thursday, April 15:  L. Hacker, S. Pierce, T. Sharp 

� 

PRAYER LINE: 
If you or someone you know is in need of prayers, you 
may contact the prayer line.  Call or text Marcella at 
(217) 503-5034. 

� 



Last year, Bishop Thomas John Paprocki issued a dispensation for all Catholics within the Diocese of 
Springfield in Illinois from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass until further notice. Bishop Paprocki 
has announced that effective April 11, the general dispensation from the obligation to attend Sunday 
Mass and Holy Days of Obligation will expire and a modified dispensation will go into effect.  
 
April 11 is celebrated liturgically in the Church as Divine Mercy Sunday on the Second Sunday of 
Easter, beginning with the Saturday anticipated Masses the evening before. As Bishop Paprocki wrote 
beautifully in his Catholic Times column, “The Easter season is a very fitting time to renew our 

commitment to worship Our Lord every weekend in commemoration of His Resurrection and to pray for God’s 
Divine Mercy to heal the sick and bring an end to this pandemic.” 
 
Under the modified dispensation, most Catholics will be obligated to attend Mass, but others will continue to be 
dispensed from the obligation to attend Mass and Holy Days, including: 
· Those 65 years of age or older; 
· Those at risk for severe illness due to underlying medical conditions as described by the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention; 
· Those who care for the sick, homebound, or infirmed; 
· Women who are pregnant;  
· Those who cannot be accommodated at Mass because the church was at safe-distancing capacity. 
 
Those who are sick, have a fever, exhibit flu-like symptoms, or who have good reason to think they are asymptomatic 
of a contagious illness such as COVID-19, are excused from attending Mass and do not require a dispensation. In 
fact, they are morally obliged not to attend Mass to avoid putting others at risk. 
 
You might be thinking, why is there an obligation to go to Mass? The Mass obligation is an integral part of the 
sabbath, as giving right worship and gratitude to God and participating in the Eucharistic Sacrifice. The Catechism of 
the Catholic Church describes the Sunday Mass obligation as follows: “The Sunday Eucharist is the foundation and 
confirmation of all Christian practice. For this reason, the faithful are obliged to participate in the Eucharist on days 
of obligation, unless excused for a serious reason (for example, illness, the care of infants) or dispensed by their own 
pastor. Those who deliberately fail in this obligation commit a grave sin (CCC 2181).” 
 
When we become distracted by other activities and things that seem more important than obeying God’s command to 
keep holy the sabbath and fulfill our Sunday Mass obligation, we should be concerned that we have begun to lose 
sight of what is most important. We owe gratitude and worship to God, and we should embrace the opportunity to 
receive God in the Liturgy of the Word and, most importantly, in the Eucharist. 
 
We must also remember that as members of the Church, we are the body of Christ. Worshipping together is a 
beautiful way we join ourselves as believers with Jesus. 
 
Our parish and others across the diocese will continue to take measures to prevent the spread of COVID-19 such as 
some pews being roped off to allow for safe distancing, hand sanitizer is present in several locations of the church, the 
priest sanitizes his hands before distributing communion, churches are cleaned and sanitized, and masks are worn, 
among other safety measures. 
 
You are encouraged to visit dio.org/backtomass where you can read Bishop Paprocki’s letter and read answers to 
frequently asked questions about the modified dispensation.  We look forward with great joy to seeing you and 
worshiping together.  It’s time… welcome back to Mass! 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 



PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

ADORATION/WEEKDAY MASS ANNOUNCEMENTS:   
· There will be no weekday Masses Tuesday, April 6 or 

Wednesday, April 7. 
· There will be Adoration as usual on Wednesday, 

April 7.  Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament will be 
at 8:00 a.m.  

 
NEW PERSONAL MISSALS AVAILABLE:  New Personal 
Missals are now available that will run from Holy Week 
to Pentecost.  A parish family has generously covered the 
cost of the remaining missals as a gift to our parishioners 
(Thank you!!).  You are invited to take them for your 
family while supplies last.  You may keep them and bring 
them with you to Mass or use them for prayers at home.  
We recommend that you write your name on the label. 
 
SAVE THE DATE!  We are planning another Drive-thru 
Chicken Dinner for our church on Sunday, May 2, 2021.   
 
LADIES MEETING SCHEDULED IN APRIL:  There will be a 
Catholic Ladies Society Meeting on Tuesday, April 13 at 
7:00 p.m. in the parish hall.  All ladies are welcome to 
attend!  The meeting will cover the following: 
· Plans for an upcoming garage sale 
· Parish nominee for the Annual Women of 

Distinction Celebration.   
 
SPRING CLEANING?  If you are starting to spring clean, 
keep the church in mind!  The Ladies Society is planning 
a garage sale!  More details coming soon... 
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We warmly welcome back  
all those who have been away  

this past year  
because of the pandemic!   

 
A few notes to help you in your return: 

· We have seating in the church and overflow seating 
in the hall. 

· Ushers will be available to help you find a place to 
sit. 

· Please sit at least 6 feet away from people who are 
not in your same household. 

· Please use hand sanitizer as you enter.   
· Please wear your mask... 

* as you enter and until you are safely seated 
* if you are out of your seat and as you go up for 

Communion 
* anytime you are closer than 6 feet to someone 

outside of your household 
* if you wish to sing along with the choir 

· In order to minimize movement, Communion will 
be at the end of Mass—after the Dismissal and the 
Prayer to St. Michael.  You may leave directly after 
receiving Communion or you may go back to your 
pew/seat to pray. 

· If you are seated in the hall, you will come into the 
church for Communion. 

· The sign of peace is to be exchanged without physi-
cal contact. 

· There will be no collection of the weekly offering 
during Mass, you are invited to drop your donations 
in the basket at the back of the church. 

· The restroom occupancy limit is 2 people. 
· The kitchen is closed, if you need water, small bot-

tles are provided in the hallway by the restrooms. 
· To avoid spreading germs through common-use 

items, missals are not provided in the pews—we do 
have a limited number of personal missals that you 
can take with you to keep. 

· Bulletins will be available to pick up as you leave. 
· Holy water fonts for blessing yourself as you enter 

the church are not available at this time—however, 
next week we will have small holy water bottles avail-
able for you to take with you. 

AN IMPORTANT NOTE REGARDING SINGING:   
With decreasing Covid cases in 
our area and the better sound 
support to the overflow to the 
hall, the choir looks forward to 
supporting more liturgical song 

from the choir loft.  While singing, the choir is masked.   
If you know some of the songs and would like to sing 

along, we ask that you wear your mask anytime you are 
singing.  This protects those around you. 



 SPECIAL COLLECTIONS DURING 
THE MONTHS OF MARCH/APRIL: 

Diocesan Special Collections:   
March 31:  Operation Rice Bowl 

April 2:  Holy Land 
April 4:  Diocesan Seminarians 

April 25:  Catholic Home Missions 
 

Parish Special Collections: 
Easter Flowers (send donations by April 7) 

 

Every month—Vocations Builder Collection: 
Support for Pallottine Seminarians 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 CARUSO-SPERL CHARITABLE 501(C)3 
TRUST: Are you concerned about the 
influence of secularism on your child? 
Are you interested in placing God at 
the forefront of your child’s education? 
The Caruso-Sperl Charitable Trust 
provides qualified financial assistance 
toward Catholic K-12 school tuition or 

for accredited Catholic home school curricula. To receive 
additional information and application materials, contact 
Larry James (217.725.4473 or larrita@royell.org). 
Application materials processed from schools need to be 
postmarked by May 7, 2021.  

SCHOLARSHIP OFFER FROM THE KNIGHTS OF 
COLUMBUS:  The Virden Knights of Columbus Council 
2321 is offering one education scholarship, with a value 
of up to $500, to an individual who meets the following 
qualifications: 1) Current member in good standing of 
KC Council 2321, or 2) Father is member in good 
standing of Council 2321, or 3) The or daughter of a 
deceased member of KC Council 2321 in good standing. 
Applications available from KC Hall or church 
office.  Completed applications need to be submitted 
and/or mailed by May 1 to the Scholarship Committee 
at Virden KC Council, 1320 N. Dye St., Virden, IL  
 
SPECIAL COLLECTIONS DURING HOLY WEEK/EASTER: 

HOLY LAND COLLECTION:  Each year, the Holy Father 
asks each Catholic parish around the world to take up a 
Good Friday Collection to keep Christians in the Holy 
Land. The Collection supports the work of the 
Franciscans in the sacred shrines and allows them to 
receive pilgrims, minister to the parishes, provide 
formation and education in the communities and 
schools, and care for the basic needs of the people in the 
Holy Land.  
 
SEMINARIAN COLLECTION:  At the Easter Vigil Liturgy 
and the Easter Sunday Masses, another special 
collection, the Seminarian Collection, will help our 
diocese to educate and form future priests. Our diocese 
has been blessed with an increasing number of young 
men who have generously said yes to God's call. We now 
have fifteen seminarians, one of whom at this time will 
be ordained a priest for our diocese in June. You can 
take a personal role in their formation by a generous gift 
in the special Easter collection.  

PARISH TITHE (FORMERLY ACSA): 
This year’s assessment:  $13,622 
Amount donated so far:  $5,005 

Amount we still owe:  $8,617 
Number of families donating:  18 

Thank you to all who have made donations towards this 
assessment that we owe to the Diocese. 

Please prayerfully consider making a donation.   
Contact the parish office for a donation form. 



A COLORING PAGE FOR THE YOUNG...AND YOUNG AT HEART!... 



  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Advertising space available— 

please contact the parish office at 965-4545. 

Advertising space available— 

please contact the parish office at 965-4545. 


